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How did music
become “The angel on
your shoulder” when
you were younger
and doing petty
crimes to rebel?  

“I’ve been leaning on
music since I was about 14
or 16 years old. I had gotten
in some trouble with the
law because I didn’t have a
father. My mother was
working, and I was lonely,
and it was more fun in jail
than it was outside.” 

How did you get
your first guitar?  

“My mother bought it for
me. She bought me a cheap,
inexpensive guitar. I think
it cost $65, which was a lot
of money in 1950 or so. That
was my first good guitar.”

Do you still have it? 
“No, I hocked that many

years ago,” he said and
laughed.

Is that a good
memory of yours,
that your mom
helped you with
your music?

“Yeah, she did all she
could. She was a lady that
was left as a widow and
happened to have a good
education. 

“She got a job as a book
keeper for a meat compa-
ny, but it was awfully lone-
ly at home with nobody but

her. She was working all of
the time, and I got into
trouble.” 

Do you ever regret
getting into trouble
now?

“You know, it was like
the military in some ways.
You have to learn rules and
regulations and laws and
honesty and things of that
nature.

“Some people learn it in
the military, and I learned
it in institutions. When I
finished my ‘schooling,’
which was when I was 23, I
understood the law and
straightened up and never
went back. 

“People want to know
about the prison years, 41
number one songs are sec-
ond place to what hap-
pened in prison. I don’t
know why that is. So many
people go to jail now, that it
shouldn’t be so unusual.” 

What was it like
when you reached
your 40th number
one song?  

“At that point, it seemed
like it would never end. We
had 100 songs in the top
100. We had 63 songs in the
top three. The number ones,
we had like nine in a row.
Then a number two, and an-
other nine and a number
two, so, we were consistent-
ly in the top charters for
about almost 30 years.”

Are you still
working on new
songs? 

“Continuously. That’s
me, my life, that’s what I
do, always.”

Care to share about
songs that you’re
working on?  

“I’m just finishing a dou-
ble CD that will be avail-
able in Wal-Mart. 

“One CD is all on-the-
road humor. The other is a
new studio CD. 

(Haggard’s publicist said
fans can look for this proj-
ect in the future, but there
isn’t a set release date right
now.) 

What do you think
about the way
country music has
changed? 

“I don’t care for it.

“It’s so perfect, and there
are no surprises. Every-
thing is going to be perfect,
and I can’t even hear some-
one breathe. That’s just my
opinion. The electronic dig-
ital computer, anyone can
do a record, nowadays. You
don’t have to stay in key or
they’ll put you in key.

“You don’t really know
who can sing or can’t until
you see them in person,
then you’re like, ‘Oh my
God, what happened?’ 

“It’s kind of sad in some
ways. I don’t hear any
songs, or anything that’s
spectacular like you used
to hear. 

“Like where’s the ‘Ring
of Fire,’ where’s ‘The Gam-
bler,’ or the ‘Okie From
Muskogee,’ where’s those
songs that didn’t go wrong
for 40 years. I don’t hear
those.”

Do you pay
attention to any of
the newer country
artists, and if you
do, do you have one
that you like?  

“You have to get past the
belly buttons and the
videos and somewhere in
there there’s some kind of
music. 

“I’m still a fan of the real-
ists, the Johnny Cashes, or
the Hank Williams. I can’t
find anyone who sings bet-
ter than those guys.

“If you really want to
hear some music those peo-
ple still top everybody
that’s doing it now, I think.

“Who’s going to be Elvis?
Who is going to be better
than Nat King Cole, or
Frank Sinatra, or Bing
Crosby?

“Who are the girls you
can name that are better
than the girls in the past? 

“Carrie Underwear, or
Underwood, I mean. I like
her, but where’s the
songs?” 

What do you think
about ‘American
Idol?’ 

“I don’t give it much
thought – it doesn’t enter-
tain me. I guess I’m stuck
in the past.” 

What has been one of
the most memorable
moments in your life
or your career?  

“Probably music-wise,
the 1970s, the night I won
everything, the biggest. 

“I believe it was 1970 – I
won six BMI awards, four
CMA (Country Music Asso-
ciation) awards, Entertain-
er of the Year, Album of the
Year and there were two
more, but I’m not sure what
they were.”

According to the CMA’s
official Web site, in 1970
Haggard was nominated for
nine Awards, which was a
record at the time, and won
four: Entertainer of the
Year, Male Vocalist of the
Year, Album of the Year for
“Okie From Muskogee” and
Single of the Year for “Okie
From Muskogee.”

What did that feel
like that day? 

“It’s overwhelming to
have all that bestowed upon
you … It’s kind of like a
dream come true.” 

What was your
speech like?  

“We had a long list of
people to thank. I thanked
everyone to the president
to the plumber that worked
on my sink.” 

Over the past 71
years, what do you
feel you learned
about life?  

“God, I learned a lot. I
started out with no knowl-

edge at all. I made my first
appearance on a stage when
I was 16 years old in Lefty
Frizzell’s band, all the way
where it is now.

“I got to be friends with
all the famous people that
you could name. 

“Let me say something
about these new kids –
they’re getting it done and
doing it well. Maybe I just
don’t understand.” 

Why do you like
writing “story
songs?” 

“Writing songs about
love is the oldest story in
song writing, and to write
something about something
that happened in your life
is a sound bite of your past.

“It’s interesting to people
to know that I had a family,
a mother, a dad, a sister
and a brother. I have kids
and I write songs about all
of them. People seem to
identify because they have
the same, you know.” 

Do you have a
favorite song that
you like performing
out of all of yours? 

“I do a song that’s called,
‘Footlights’ that describes
me better than those songs.
It wasn’t a big hit or any-
thing, but it always goes
well in live performances.”

How does it
describe you better
than any of your
other songs?  

“I live the kind of life that
most men only dream of. 

“I make my living writing
songs and singing them.
‘I’m 41 years old/ and I ain’t
got no place to go when it’s
over.’ 

“It’s kind of cool.” 

How do you feel about
being called a legend? 

“It’s just another way to
describe an old act. 

“It’s a compliment and
appreciated, but I think it’s
over used.” 

“I don’t know, it’s just a
phrase and a description.
Sometimes, it may be cor-
rect, when it’s referred to
yourself and you look away,
you don’t want to drink too
much bath water. 

“You got to keep your
mind on things that are real
and not what people think.
Nothing really changes. I’m
still trying to do it. It’s hard-
er and harder and gets
harder with every year.” 
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LARAMIE COUNTY Se-
nior Services invites seniors
to attend special events this
week. Please RSVP to
635.2435 for the activities
you want to attend or for fur-
ther information.

Mall Walk, Monday,
Wednesday and Friday, 
9 a.m.

Fitness Class, Monday,
Wednesday and Friday, 
11 a.m.

Chinese New Year/Tea
With Friends, Monday, 
2 a.m.

Shakespeare Discussion
Group, Monday, 6 p.m.

Chess, Tuesday, 9:30 a.m.
Line Dancing, Tuesday,

1:30 p.m.
Quilting Class, Tuesday, 

2 p.m.
Bridge Lessons, Tuesday,

5:30 p.m.
Bridge Games, Tuesday,

6:30 p.m.
Women Play Pool,

Wednesday, 9 a.m.
Caregivers Support

Group, Wednesday, 1 p.m.
Pinochle, Thursday, 

9:30 a.m.
Texas Hold’em, Thursday,

1 p.m.
Travel Movies, Thursday,

1:30 p.m.
Bingo, Friday, 1 p.m.
Pool tables open week

days, 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. &
weekends, 8 a.m. to noon

Fitness Center open Mon-
day-Thursday, 8 a.m. to 4
p.m. & Friday, 8 a.m. to noon

Monday
Baked Chicken; scalloped pota-
toes; corn O’Brian; salad bar;
whole wheat bread; tropical fruit 

Tuesday
Ground Beef and Green Bean
Casserole; potato rounds; salad
bar; whole wheat bread; fresh
banana; cookies 

Wednesday
Hamburger on a Bun; lettuce;
tomato; pickle; onion; hash
browns; baked beans; pears   

Thursday
Pork Chops; celery sauce; sweet
potatoes; green beans; salad bar;
whole wheat bread; applesauce

Friday
Hot Beef Sandwich; whole wheat
bread; mashed potatoes; gravy;
corn; sunshine salad; ice cream 

Saturday
Ham and Potato Omelet; green
beans; V-8 juice; cinnamon roll;
plums 

Sunday
Macaroni and Cheese; stewed
tomatoes; salad bar; whole wheat
bread; fresh orange; butterscotch
pudding

Senior menu

Senior
services

Haggard: Double CD album set to come out soon

In Cheyenne
When: Feb. 10, 7:30 p.m. 
Where: Cheyenne Civic Center, 510 W. 20th St. 
Tickets: $42-$50
More info: 637-6363 or www.cheyenneciviccenter.org 

In Casper
When: Feb. 11, 7:30 pm
Where: Casper Events Center, Number One Events Drive, Casper 
Tickets: $42-$52
More info: 307-577-3030, 800- 442-2256 or
www.caspereventscenter.com.
Merle Haggard: www.MerleHaggard.com

Merle Haggard in two area concerts

CChheeyyeennnnee  BBrriiddaall  EExxppoo
1177tthh AAnnnnuuaall

Proceeds to Benefit Youth Alternatives
SSuunnddaayy,,  JJaannuuaarryy  2255,,  22000099

NNoooonn  ttoo  33::0000
PPllaann  yyoouurr  eennttiirree  wweeddddiinngg  iinn  oonnee  ddaayy..

HHoolliiddaayy  IInnnn  --  220044  WW  FFooxx  FFaarrmm  RRooaadd
FFrreeee  AAddmmiissssiioonn  --  PPrriizzeess  DDrraawwnn  HHoouurrllyy

Questions - Please Call Lori at
Dan D Party Corner 638-0442

RReeggiisstteerr  ttoo  WWiinn  33  DDaayy  HHoonneeyymmoooonn  CCrruuiissee
over 30 venders


