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HAGGARD

N.C. man gets $35,000 for Bush library domain name
Web developer George Huger of Raleigh, N.C.,
says he turned $5 into $35,000 when he
bought an expired Internet domain name for
former President George W. Bush’s
presidential library and then sold it back. 

Huger was searching through a list of expiring
domain names two years ago when he noticed
the Web address
www.GeorgeWBushLibrary.com was about to

expire. 

He bought the rights for $5, then sat on them
for two years.  

Huger says he recently sold them for $35,000
to Florida-based Yuma Solutions, which the
Bush Library Foundation says is in charge of
Web site care. 

Rights to the new president’s address,
BarackObamaLibrary.com, are already taken. 

Journey A 72-year-old man in Bloomfield,
Ind., with eyebrows so long he
brushed them each morning raised
$1,600 for charity from people who
paid to take turns trimming his out-
of-control brows. 

Some of the wiry hairs shorn
from Si Burgher’s shaggy
eyebrows measured more than 
3 inches long because the former
jeweler’s brows had never been
trimmed. 

He agreed to have the overgrown brows
tamed last week by members of the Bloomfield
Rotary Club to raise money for a polio eradication
campaign. 

Journey

A ny fan of music knows the name Mer-
le Haggard. Even the casual listener
will hear echoes of Haggard on the
radio today.

Haggard’s music – songs that tell the story of
his life – has influenced country and rock since
the 1960s.

On Feb. 10, fans have the chance of a lifetime
to see him perform live at the Cheyenne Civic
Center. 

A few of Haggard’s 40 No. 1 hits include:
“Branded Man,” “Mama Tried,” “Okie From
Muskogee,” “Workin’ Man Blues,” “My Fa-
vorite Memory,” “Fugitive,” “Fightin’ Side of
Me” and “Legend of Bonnie and Clyde.”

His friends and collaborators have ranged
from Willie Nelson, George Jones and Conway
Twitty, just to name a few. 

He was inducted into the Country Music Hall
of Fame in 1994.

Late last year, Haggard was battling lung
cancer and had a lemon-sized tumor removed
from his right lung. 

Haggard took time from his schedule to talk
via the phone with us about his health, music
career, his famous friends, his brand new dou-
ble CD project, how he feels about the contem-
porary country music scene, “American Idol”
and being called a legend. 

Why did you decide to tour after you had
your lung operation? “Well, the lung operation
left me in better health than I was before.

“It was a matter of recuperating over the in-
jury of the surgery. I feel a lot better than I did
probably five years prior to surgery. 

“I didn’t know I had the problem, you know,
so I don’t have a cough and my lungs they just,
in your lung capacity you have three lobes on
right side and two on the left, on the top lobe on
my right side had a suspended tumor hanging
from it. Like a fruit from a tree and it wasn’t at-
tached to anything.

“They went in and found that they were able
to get it and there was no chemo or radiation, or
anything like that, your lung expands and fills
in where it’s taken out, so I’m almost back to
full capacity of air, which I haven’t had for a
few years. 

“I’m singing better than I was before the sur-
gery, yes.” 

What was the scariest part about your lung
operation? “Getting the nerve to do it.

“In some countries they use it as torture.
They hang you up and pull lungs out the side of
your chest.

“This is much the same: They have to cut
your rib bone, take out a piece of your ribs, un-
derneath the scapula, (on) your backside. They
lift that up. It’s very gory. They go inside and
take the part of the lung that they wanted out
and sew up the rest with metal clamps and it’s
very painful. The first all of thirty days to six
weeks you’re in dire need of Morphine and
Percocet and all of that …

“I’m all free of it now. I still have some pain
but not much.” 

Do you ever regret smoking? “I smoked
Camels for 50 years, but they said it wasn’t
smoking related. The doctors said the rest of
my lungs were pink, but it’s something I’m not
going to do. I won’t smoke anything. I quit in
1992.” 

What was it like being friends with Elvis
Presley, Conway Twitty and Johnny Cash?
“We were all in the same business, and had the
same likes and dislikes. It was exciting and fun
to be able to know people like that.” 

Did they influence your music at all?
“Certainly, yeah, they influenced everybody.
They influenced the Beatles.” 

What are some of your good memories with
them? “Johnny Cash and I were the closest
friends, and he and I were friends for 35 years,
so there’s many memories.”

Do you have a favorite memory with Johnny
Cash? “God, I wouldn’t know where to start …
it would be a whole book.” 

See Haggard, page E4

From vinyl to CDs, the country
music legend keeps on singin’

By Karen Cotton 
kcotton@wyomingnews.com 
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Man’s shaggy eyebrows 
trimmed for charity


